On 2 June 1978 members of the Section spent an enjoyable day at a most successful meeting at the Queen's Medical Centre, Nottingham, under the overall chairmanship of the President, Mr J P Jackson. There was a most encouraging attendance, and a display of a variety of audiovisual exhibits coincided with the reception hour prior to an excellent lunch in the Medical School catering area. During the day members also had the opportunity to look over the new Medical School of Nottingham University.
An afternoon programme of scientific papers followed brief introductory remarks by the President. Among the many interesting contributions on various subjects was a paper by Dr B J Preston, who reviewed his experience of 300 watersoluble myelograms and 28 epidural venograms in suspected lumbar disc lesions; he had found the former investigation of more value than the latter, although the numbers of venograms were small and technical experience was therefore somewhat limited. Mr J F Redden and Dr D J Hosking, in a paper reviewing fissure fractures of the femur and tibia in 21 patients with Paget's disease, concluded that until the bowing deformity had been corrected femoral fissure fractures did not heal even with calcitonin therapy, whereas tibial fissure fractures caused few problems after a brief period of splintage. Mr H McKim-Thomas, in a prospective study of the skeletal age of 109 consecutive children with nonspecific synovitis of the hip, had found retardation of skeletal maturity in 39% of the patients, 3 of whom subsequently developed Perthes' disease. Growth retardation was most frequent in males with a chronological age of 5-7 years. Further, there was a significant incidence of coxa magna following observation hip, which did not resolve spontaneously with the passage of time. The various types of congenital pseudarthrosis of the tibia were discussed by Mr E A Nicoll, who stressed that there are at least four forms of prepseudarthrotic congenital bowing with different behavioural patterns. He also felt that there were six separate varieties of true congenital pseudarthrosis of the tibia with different responses to the same treatment.
Clinical Section
The first award of the Alan Edwards Memorial Prize, established following the tragic death of Mr Alan Edwards during his tenure of office in the Clinical Section of the Royal Society of Medicine, has been made to Dr M E Edmonds, whose case presentation 'Rheumatoid arthritis associated with hypoparathyroidism and Sjogren's syndrome' was judged by the Section Council to be the best of the year. The case was presented at a meeting of the Section at the Westminster Hospital on 23 June 1978, and the report has been accepted for publication in the Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine. This award of £25 will be made annually and it is hoped that, as on this occasion, Mrs Edwards will make the presentation.
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